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MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2015 
Monday, 13th April 2015 

 
 

At Heath Village Barn, Eastern Way, Heath & Reach at 7.00pm 
 
 

  
 Introduction by Cllr Thyer. 
 Cllr Thyer reminded those present that this meeting is not a Parish Council (PC) 
 meeting; it is aimed to give residents a chance to raise any village issues that they 
 would like to share with others and for the Parish Council to consider for 2015/16. 
 In particular, the PC is to consider requesting that CBC introduce dog control orders 
 requiring those in control of dogs at Thrift Road recreation ground keep their dogs on 
 leads and clean up any fouling and views from the public on this would be helpful. 
 
 In attendance 
 Cllrs Beilby, Ellis, Inns, McCoulough, Partridge, Thyer (Chair) 
 Mark Versallion  and 24 members of the public. 
 
 Apologies for absence 
 Cllr Fitzpatrick and F Sheppard (clerk) 

 
 Parish Reports (written or verbal) 

 
  P3 
  R Beilby read from a report prepared by Pauline Hey. 
  P3 continue to cut public footpaths FP1 and FP10, with Graham Leslie doing most of 
  the work. CBC cut these paths as and when necessary. Gig Lane verges have been left 
  to Amey who sub contract the work. There is to be a different arrangement this year 
  and P3 is awaiting information from CBC. 
  No walks had been arranged  as this had been left to Rushmere. 
  Various people pick  litter in areas of the village using equipment supplied by P3. 
  Although interest in the group had been in decline there was a better attendance at 
  the March meeting. 
2. The group is to seek to register Bird's Hill Green as a village green in order to protect 
 it from  future development. 
3. There are plans to train more people in the use of strimmers and brush cutters. 
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4. The toad and frog patrols by Shenley Hill junction have taken place on 27 evenings to 
 date and are still ongoing due to the later arrival of spring weather. Over 480 frogs , 
 toads and newts have been rescued; including some great crested newts which are a 
 protected species. An account of the groups activities is being submitted to 'Froglife' 
5.  
  United Charities 
  Anna Inns reminded the meeting the role of United Charities was to manage  land on 
  behalf of the village in order to generate income that was to be used for the benefit 
  of the poor.It does this by renting out allotments. 
   Currently income is about £2,000 a year, including a grant for allowing a large area of 
  Copt Hill to revert to heathland. 
  There is a waiting list for allotments but it is hoped to clear this by utilising a large  
  plot that has recently been given up. 
  Some money has been distributed in the past year but funds are still available to  
  deserving cases. 
 
  Police 
  PCSO Hannah Retallack presented the most recent police report listing the crime  
  statistics for the village and surrounding area. Following an increase in the number of 
  thefts from vehicles, signs are being put up in car parks and members of the public 
  are asked to report on any suspicious behaviour. 
  Members of the public recounted instances where they, or their neighbours , had  
  been victims of theft and all were encouraged to lock garages and secure vehicles at 
  all times. 
 
  Heath Barn 
  Nigel Strofton reported the Barn to be in good shape, both physically and financially. 
  In 2014 a loss of £1600 had been budgeted. This was due to expenditure on three  
  one off items:  
   £1500 cladding on side of barn, 
   £1298 curtains and blinds, 
   £650 melamine plates of various  sizes. 
  Apart from the income generated by regular users of the barn an additional £1,800 
  was generated from one off events, equating to 180 hours of 'Barn use'. 
  The treasurer, D.Hitchcox, maintains a contingency provision of £1500 in the account 
  to cover any possible disasters. As at April 1st this year there is in excess of £3,000 in 
  the bank, including the contingency,  with no major expenditure planned. For the  
  third consecutive year our hire charges remain unaltered. 
 
  Having completed his report on The Barn, Mr Strofton expressed concern at some of  
  the lights not working on the pump house. Cllr Thyer responded that the work  
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  required is in hand and will put on the PC's agenda for completion in the next four 
  weeks. 
 
  St Leonard's Church 
  There was no report available but Cllr Thyer felt this may be the result of the Clerk 
  being unable to attend. 
 
  Report from Mark Versallion 
  Mr Versallion clarified that in common with all CBC councillors he has stood down 
  pending the election in May. 
  At the last meeting of CBC attendance figures had been published and Mr Versallion 
  had recorded 100% attendance.  
  CBC has again succeeded in achieving a zero increase in its element of Council Tax 
  and Mr Versallion made particular reference to their investment in schools and  
  childrens' services. 
 
  Locally he highlighted two areas of success – traffic calming, which was a step in the 
  right direction but with still more to be done, and the prevention of an illegal  
  travellers' site. The use of security services and a high court injunction had prevented 
  illegal occupation of a field the travellers had purchased and was considered to be 
  tax payers money well spent. Members of the public in attendance agreed with this 
  point. Mr Versallion was asked for an update on the situation and reported that in 
  order to set up a site the travellers would have to reapply for planning permission. 
 
  In response to a question Mr Versallion confirmed that work to the speed bump near 
  the Heath Inn was still to be completed and that the brick surfacing would be in place 
  in about three weeks. He also confirmed that the work to increase the height of the 
  bump was to be paid by the contractors. 
 
  Several residents present raised the problems with TV reception since the erection of 
  the wind turbine. Mr Versallion stated that he did not welcome the approval of the 
  turbine but the decision was taken before his time. The reaction by A White to  
  complaints had initially been positive but their attitude now appears to be changing. 
  A number of residents said they were unhappy they could no longer receive local  
  news, one claiming it was essential for her work. It was alleged that A White is no  
  longer prepared to pay for Freesat installation, although one resident had been  
  supplied previously, free of charge. It  was also alleged that A White is not prepared 
  to publish the report it has commissioned into this problem and M Versallion was  
  asked what could be done to force the issue? He replied that if enough feel that  
  strongly he will take up the case. Another resident pointed out that it could be seen 
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  from postings on the internet that this was not a new problem which suggested there 
  had been a lack of investigation before the project here went ahead. Cllr Beilby  
  recalled that it had been identified as a potential problem  and an investigation had 
  been a condition of planning consent. 
  M. Versallion said he would investigate if the conditions attached to planning consent 
  had been followed. 
  
  Chairman's Report 
  Cllr Thyer read out his report a copy of which is attached to these minutes. He  
  particularly thanked Cllr Mc Coulough who has decided not to stand again after  
  devoting twenty years service to the Parish Council. 
 
  Q & A 
  The PC was asked to consider placing bins for dog waste on Copt Hill. It was pointed 
  out that CBC would not empty dog bins, or litter bins, that could not be easily  
  accessed by road. 
  A number of residents expressed frustration at the lack of a reliable fast broadband 
  service. Reference was made to a petition on Facebook and the PC was asked to give 
  this problem greater prominence. 
  Cllr Beilby said that he was sure that many of those present would wish to join him in 
  expressing their sympathies to the family of Alan Shadbolt who had died recently,  
  after serving as a councillor in the village for many years. 
 
  The meeting expressed its appreciation to members of the Parish Council and the  
  meeting closed at 8.00pm 
 
6.  
 

 
 

 
        

 
 

 


