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Hello again and welcome to the 4th 
Edition of the Greensand Country 
Landscape Partnership Newsletter. 
Firstly, we must apologise for the “lack” 
of newsletters over the past few months. 
Unfortunately, resources were stretched 
to the limits with the 2019 Greensand 
Country Landscape Partnership Festival 
and all the work it involved. The festival 
was however, a great success – more 
about this later. In light of the learnings 
from this year’s festival we have decided 
to make the newsletter a quarterly 
edition rather than monthly. Hence this 
edition is the Q3/19 edition. 

 

1. Meet the Team 

Continuing with our theme of introducing 
the Greensand Country Landscape 
Partnership Team we would like to 
introduce Anne Walsh who is the 
Communications & Marketing Officer. Her 
role is to promote the 40 plus projects 
being undertaken by the partnership, 
including the annual Greensand Country 
Landscape Partnership Festival and to 
market our new Brand, encouraging 
support and adoption from local 
organisations and businesses. 

 

Anne Walsh: 
anne@greensandcountry.com 

 

2. Greensand Country Landscape 
Partnership Festival 2019 

Our first festival in 2018 was going to be 
hard to beat as it was a great success. 
However, the team and all our partners 
put together an amazing 2019 festival 
which included over 200 events 
throughout May. There was something 
for all age groups including family & 
adult learning activities, heritage 
presentations, Greensand Country 
Partner events & local business events, a 
range of wellbeing activities, performing 
arts shows and our first Greensand 
Country Landscape Partnership Photo 
Competition. The 2018 festival attracted 
over 1100 participants however, in 2019 
we welcomed more than 6000 
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participants across all the events. A 
remarkable achievement which 
thoroughly justified the efforts of all 
those involved in making the festival 
happen.           

Heads up for the 2020 Festival – if you 
would like to include an event in our 
Greensand Country Festival Programme 
during May 2020, please contact Lindsay 
Measures before31st October, 2019. 

Lindsay@greensandcountry.com 
 

3. Greensand Country Landscape 
Partnership Photo Competition 

To coincide with the Festival we held a 
photo competition for amateur 
photographers. There were 3 photo 
categories: Landscape & Flora, Wildlife 
and People plus 2 age groups: under 
18yrs & over 18yrs. We had an amazing 
response with over 100 entries. The 
overall competition winner came from 
the over 18yrs Wildlife Category and was 
a photo of a majestic looking stag taken 
at Woburn Abbey. 

 

We have put together the other category 
winning photos in the following montage: 

 

We would like to take this opportunity to 
thank all of our Greensand Country 
Landscape Partners and the local 
businesses who donated a wonderful 
selection of prizes for the category 
winners. They are, in alphabetical order:-  

Clophill Ecolodges, Greensand Trust, 
Kelchner Brewery - Ampthill, London 
Northwestern Railways, Pecoro Italian 
Restaurant – Sandy,  Royal Society for 
the Protection of Birds – Sandy and the 
Shuttleworth Collection – Old Warden.  

 

4. The Green-Sandy Lizard! 

As part of the renovation work at St. 
Marys Old Church, Clophill, the team 
there have created our own Greensand 
Country lizard! Sandy the lizard was 
created using recycled Greensand rocks 
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and other materials found in the grounds 
of the church.  The sand lizard is one of 
the UK's rarest reptiles found only in a 
few sites in Dorset, Hampshire, Surrey 
and Merseyside. Sadly, destruction of 
their habitat has dramatically reduced 
their numbers. It favours sandy 
heathland habitats and sand dunes, and 
can be spotted basking on bare patches 
of sand. Hence it’s appropriate to have 
our “Green-Sandy” lizard located at 
Clophill in the heart of the Greensand 
Country which is home to Bedfordshire’s 
remaining heathlands. 

 

5. Delving into Heritage Conference 
2019 

The theme of the 2019 conference was 
“Monastic Heritage in the Greensand 
Country” and was held in the magnificent 
Sculpture Gallery at Woburn Abbey last 
July. The conference was an amazing 
success with over 70 attendees who 
enjoyed presentations from a 
remarkably knowledgeable group of 

local and nationally acclaimed experts. 
The following quote from the feedback 
forms sums up the event: “The 
Conference content & order of speakers 
was very well thought out. The day 
'flowed'; held attention, and was very 
informative. A structured day of learning 
and discussion which was truly inspiring”. 

 

The conference organiser was Eloise 
Markwick – please contact Eloise if you 
would like to find about more about what 
was presented. 

eloise@greensandcountry.com 

 

If you have articles or news items 
concerning the Greensand Country 
Landscape Partnership which you would 
like to be included in the Q4/19 
Newsletter, please contact Colin Haine: 

 colin@greensandcountry.com.    

 
The Old School, Cardington, Bedford, BEDS, MK44 3SX 

Follow us on:  Twitter  | Find us on: Facebook  | Visit us at: 
www.greensandcountry.com 
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