
 

 

 

 

Monday 1st February 2021 at 6.30pm 

via Zoom. 
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INTRODUCTION:  
Meeting Attendees: Cllr Thyer, Fitzpatrick, Inns, Malone, Boyden, 
Thompson, Malone, Smith.  Clerk, Cllr Versallion and Webmaster in 
attendance. 
Apologies for Absence:  Cllr Chivers 
Declarations of Interest: Cllr Thyer payment  
Meeting times to be agreed:  Request to move meeting to 7pm in 
the future.  Clerk said committee meetings will generally be earlier, 
at 6.30pm.  It was agreed. 
 
APPROVAL OF PARISH COUNCIL / COMMITTEE MINUTES:  
Approval of full Parish Council minutes January 2021 Accepted  
Approval of Sports & Recreation Committee minutes January 2021 
Accepted 
Approval of Cemetery Committee minutes January 2021 Accepted 
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PUBLIC FORUM – members of the public have a cumulative 15 
minutes to address the Parish Council, no resolutions other than 
those on the agenda can be resolved from items raised in the public 
forum.               
Central Bedfordshire Councillor Mark Versallion Report Update 
Miletree Road Ranch application has been covered in planning 
meeting earlier this evening, this is an ongoing issue of building and 
then seeking retrospective permission.  CBC Council executive 
meeting to consider the budget, a 4.95% increase in council tax, 3% 
specifically for adult social care.  Cllr Versallion is dealing with 
individual casework.   
Rushmere Park continues to cause problems with the number of 
people visiting the Park despite the weather, over the Christmas 
period the rangers were having to marshal the cars at the main 
entrance and on to Old Linslade Road.   Cllr Versallion has contact 
Community Safety Team and Greensand Trust.  Cllr Thyer asked 
about Thrift Road being used for parking by visitors to Thrift Road 
which is creating real problems for the residents.  Cllr Versallion said 
LB Silica willing to adopt the road and could erect a barrier, but this 
will shift the problem further into the village. Greensand Trust have 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
482.2 

pointed out this is a problem nationwide and the hope is it will ease 
after lockdown is lifted.  Parish Council is doubtful of this.  There is 
no easy straightforward solution to Thrift Road, people have been 
seen parking outside the co-op and then walking up to Rushmere, 
blocking parking for shoppers for half a day or more.    Cllr Thyer 
suggested a meeting with Rushmere, a suggestion is that there are 
too many members as the car park cannot cope, therefore 
membership should be restricted.  Cllr Versallion suggested this 
should be after lockdown when people’s behaviour may revert.  Cllr 
Versallion attended a meeting about Bryant’s Lane restoration 
scheme by 2042, there is a car park but given the experience of 
COVID, the potential is should there be a similar situation in the 
future this will be overwhelmed. 
 
 
Police Report This month’s report not received, Clerk to circulate. 

483 
483.1 

MATTERS ARISING – for information only. 
Update on grant donations.  Heath Barn Pre School and St 
Leonard’s Lower School PTA received £750 each.  HBPS have 
posted a thank you note and pictures on social media. 
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PARISH COUNCIL REPORT  
Cemetery Management Committee:  Clerk to perform monument 
safety test on Wednesday 3rd February. 
Finance Committee:  Utility renewals, Clerk to obtain quotations on 
Wednesday 3rd and proceed with cheapest and best quote. 
Planning & Environment Committee Meeting took place this 
evening. 
 
Sports & Recreation Committee:   Review recreation ground 
restrictions. Clerk said the decision to lock the play equipment 
should be reviewed regularly.  Cllr Fitzpatrick view is that as the Govt 
has not enforced closure the Parish Council should reopen with signs 
at “your own risk”.  Cllr Boyden said in that case, the PC must be 
happy to accept liability to reopen as they are not able to enforce 
any of the govt guidelines.  Cllr Fitzpatrick said it unlikely that Parish 
Council will be sued if someone contracts COVID and said, as the play 
equipment is paid for and maintained by the village, people should 
make their own decisions and if they do not stick to the guidelines, 
they must accept the consequences. Cllr Fitzpatrick said she did not 
have the right to take the facility away without Govt enforcement.  
Clerk quoted the Government statement “Owners and operators 
responsible for outdoor playgrounds will have discretion over 

 



 

 

 

 

whether they consider it safe to open for activity permitted by the 
legislation and may decide to keep these areas closed should they 
feel they are not able to facilitate their safe usage”  Cllr Smith view 
is that it should be left people’s own risk and we need to advise them 
to do the right thing but it is personal responsibility.  Cllr Thompson 
said the restrictions are there for community transmission issues, 
individuals may accept the risk but they problem is transmission to 
the vulnerable.  This is small area where the Parish Council can 
decide at our discretion, people have been breaking the chains up 
there since the equipment was locked and this is the level of people 
who are being expected to behave responsibly.  Cllr Thompson 
accepted Cllr Fitzpatrick’s point about people being stuck in the 
house with small children, however, she said we are so lucky where 
we live with the open spaces the park and fields remain open and 
villagers have easy access to the woods.  There was a large amount 
of vitriol on the village Facebook group regarding the decision to lock 
the equipment driven by there being ‘nothing for the children to do’ 
which is not the case.   
Cllr Inns pointed out nothing has changed since the risk assessment 
in January, the numbers in the ward of Heath and Reach are still 
very high, there are those from outside the village who are visiting 
Rushmere who use the equipment as well.   Cllr Thyer said opening 
will help not only the children but the parent’s mental health as 
well and said there is a case to open the equipment at half term 
and monitor behaviour, if people are not keeping to the guidelines 
the parish council will lock it again.  
Vote was proposed to open the playground on 13th February, and it 
be monitored.  It was resolved. 
CPM inspection report update.  Cllr Thyer has discussed the report 
with the CPM and is confident that the equipment at Bryant’s Lane 
is safe.  Cllr Thyer will meet CPM at the next inspection. 
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MATTERS FOR RESOLUTION 
To approve repairs to Bryant’s Lane perimeter fence not exceeding 
£925.   Proposed by Cllr Thompson, seconded Cllr Boyden.  It was 
resolved. 
To approve quotation for provision of footpath at Thrift Road not 
exceeding £3,000 Cllr Inns pointed out this work is in next year’s 
budget, but It was agreed to get the work scheduled.  Proposed by 
Cllr Thompson, seconded Cllr Boyden.  It was resolved. 
To approve purchase of 6 new picnic tables benches at Thrift Road 
not exceeding £300 each Cllr Inns suggested that this waits until 
restrictions are lifted. Proposed Cllr Fitzpatrick seconded Cllr 

 



 

 

 

 

O’Brien.  It was resolved. 
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VILLAGE MATTERS 
Update on risk assessments. See item above, 
Village Survey response. Webmaster said there were 43 responses.  
Cllr Inns thanked Barrie for his efforts but is unsure that it gave much 
insight into people’s views and suggested that there should not be 
another survey for a couple of years.   Cllr Boyden disagreed and said 
the Parish Council should be seen to respond to comments even if 
there are only a few.  
 
A recurring comment was the lack of visibility of Parish Councillors, 
Clerk is the public face of the Council and she suggested that a lot of 
people do not know what the Parish Council does, and awareness 
should be raised of who is on the committees and what they do.  Cllr 
Boyden and Cllr Thyer have done a lot of work on speed control in 
the village and this should be highlighted.  Cllr Fitzpatrick said there 
is a misunderstanding over the powers of the Parish Council and 
CBC.  
Parking issues   Mr Beilby emailed the Clerk regarding parking.  Cllr 
Malone had discussed parking with Mr Beilby and his concerns are 
especially on Linslade Road and Emu Close, he would like the issue 
of residents permits to be considered.  Cllr Malone asked whether 
Greensand Trust would extend parking in the woods on the bottom 
field.  Cllr Inns said this is used as an overflow, but they are not keen 
as the walk up the hill is so steep.   
Cllr Fitzpatrick said the parking at Thrift Rad is now so known by 
people it is insoluble, people are legally parked, and a solution would 
be to close the entrance to Rushmere at the top 
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FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION  

Cashbook Summary & Bank Account Balances  

Markland Gardens                          £ 375.00 
Creative Solutions                           £ 186.00 
Axatax                                               £ 222.00 
Reynolds Landscaping                    £no invoice 
Francesca Sheppard                       £624.24 
Francesca Sheppard expenses     £ nil 
 
Direct Debits/Standing Orders 
Cheaper Waste                              £64.28 
M Redwood Green                        £43.33 
Am Power                                       £ tbc 
Am Power                                       £15.72 
Anglian Water                                £19.00 
 
 
 

   

488 Administration /OTHER MATTERS of interest 
Clerk reported an email from a villager regarding build-up of mud 
on Reach Lane.  Clerk to report to CBC. 
 

 

 Meeting closed at 8pm.  

For a copy of this document in large print, please visit our Website and click on the global 
accessibility icon at the bottom of every page. Alternatively, please contact the Parish 

Clerk on 07778 356 097 or by email - parish-clerk@heathandreach.org.uk 
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