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Minutes of Full Parish Council held 

on Monday 4th January 2021 at 6.30pm  

via Zoom 

Item 
No. 

Agenda Reporting / 
Action 

470 
470.1 
 
 
470.2 
470.3 
 
 
471. 
471.1 
 
 
471.2 
 

INTRODUCTION:  
Meeting Attendees:  Cllrs Thyer, Boyden, Chivers, Thompson, Smith 
Malone, Inns, O’Brien.  Clerk, Webmaster and Mr Mockett in 
attendance. 
Apologies for Absence: Cllr Fitzpatrick, Cllr Versallion  
Declarations of Interest:  Cllr Thyer re grant applications.  Cllr 
Boyden re footpath quotes 
 
APPROVAL OF PARISH COUNCIL / COMMITTEE MINUTES:  
Approval of full Parish Council minutes December 2020. Approved 
Cllr Inns and Cllr Boyden   
Approval of Finance Committee minutes December 2020. 
Approved Cllr Inns and Cllr Boyden   
 

 

472 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
472.1 
 
 

PUBLIC FORUM – members of the public have a cumulative 15 
minutes to address the Parish Council, no resolutions other than 
those on the agenda can be resolved from items raised in the public 
forum.  Mr Mockett aired his concern  that village children will suffer 
if the courts at Bryant’s Lane are closed for U18s, he said the FA are 
keen for it to continue for the wellbeing of children.   HM Govt are 
due to make an announcement this evening which could alter the 
situation.  Cllr Thyer asked Mr Mockett how social distancing 
measures and guidelines were enforced with the adults as this is the 
Parish Council’s main concern. Mr Mockett said that was up to the 
individual clubs to manage.  Cllr Thyer said a risk assessment would 
be undertaken. 
Central Bedfordshire Councillor Mark Versallion Report Update No 
report  
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472.2 Police Report: Circulated earlier 
 

473 
473.1 
 

MATTERS ARISING – for information only . 
Cllr Smith asked about progress on replacing the missing bollard on 
Leighton Road, Clerk has reported to CBC and it is registered on the 
CBC portal. 
Cllr Chivers raised the problem with parking on Thrift Road, and Cllr 
Malone on Emu Close.  Vehicles are parked to obstruct any 
emergency vehicles.  Cllr Boyden recommended the police or fire 
brigade be informed.  Cllr Thyer reported that he had three 
meeting with Rushmere re parking, but nothing is done to improve 
the situation. 
 

 
 

474 
474.1 
 
474.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
474.3 
 
474.4 
 

PARISH COUNCIL REPORT  
Cemetery Management Committee:  Meeting held earlier this 
evening.  Nothing major to report. 
Finance Committee:  Discuss two grant applications received. Cllr 
Thyer withdrew at this point. Cllr Inns stated there were two 
applications, one for pre school and one for the St Leonard’s Lower 
School, both asking for £1000 each. There is £1500 in the budget,  
the decision is firstly whether the Parish Council wishes to make a 
grant to either or both and how much the spit should be.  Cllr 
Malone asked if either applicant was receiving funding from 
elsewhere, the school funding goal is £7000, and the Co-op were 
donating towards this, but this was not stated on the form.  The 
Heath Barn pre school had declared funding from the Co-op. Cllr 
Smith asked if it would be possible to top up the grant for each to 
£1000 but Clerk advised that the maximum available is £1500 in 
this financial year.  It was agreed to award £750 to each applicant. 
Planning & Environment Committee. EV charging station is still 
under consideration, No applications this month. 
Sports & Recreation Committee:   Meeting held earlier.  Cllr Boyden 
has spoken to Ian Hayes at LLTC regarding the banners at the 
Leighton Buzzard playgrounds, he will provide us with a price for 
similar, although the situation may change following this evening’s 
Govt  statement.   
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Cllr Boyden also asked to minute thanks to Barrie Simpson, 
Webmaster, for arranging for a poster, with guidelines clearly 
stated, at short notice.  This has been put up at Thrift Road and on 
the Parish Council website and Facebook page and village Facebook 
group.  The merits of keeping the play equipment open were 
discussed and whilst it was agreed to be a good idea for the 
wellbeing of the village, it is apparent that people are not taking 
personal responsibility, the behaviour at Thrift Road is very 
disappointing.  Cllr Inns noted the number of  infections in the ward 
of Heath and Reach has risen by 11 in one week, and people should 
be discouraged from coming from outside the village to use the 
facilities. Cllr Chivers questioned whether the Parish Council is 
responsible for ‘policing’ people’s behaviour at the courts for 
example or would that be the responsibility of the hirer.  The Parish 
Council has a duty of care and should do all they can to encourage 
people to adhere to the guidelines.  It was agreed that a Risk 
assessment be carried out for Bryant’s Lane and spot checks carried 
out . Risk assessments were posted  at Thrift Road on each piece of 
equipment with guidelines after the last lockdown, but this has been 
largely ignored.   
Clerk advised that Bryant’s Lane car park has been advertised on a 
Leighton Buzzard Facebook group as available parking for overspill 
for Rushmere. The lock and padlock have gone missing so Cllr Thyer 
has replaced today.  As the pavilion is closed and there are no 
organised sports at the facility and villagers can access the field by 
foot, the car park will remain locked until restrictions are lifted  

475 
475.1 
 

MATTERS FOR RESOLUTION 
To approve 2021/2022 budget. This was discussed at the December 
finance meeting and circulated to members for comment.  Clerk 
explained that the tax base has risen slightly so the precept can 
increase without having an impact on the individual property rate, 
remaining at 1.02p per week for Band D properties. 
Acceptance of budget and precept was proposed by Cllr Inns, 
seconded by Cllr Thyer.  It was resolved. 
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476 
476.1 
 
 
 
 
476.2 
 
 
476.3 
 

VILLAGE MATTERS 
Cllr Thompson asked if there would be discussion about the village 
survey and the responses stating the Parish Council do not provide 
good value for money.  As the survey is not yet complete, closing 
date is 31st January, there will be a presentation at the February 
meeting.  
Cllr Thyer asked to minute the Parish Council’s gratitude to Terence 
Hawes who served as a Councillor for some years and asked the 
Clerk to write to Mrs Hawes with condolences on his death. 
Cllr Thyer has spoken to the pit manager at LB Silica Sands regarding 
the large pothole at Bryant’s Lane, who will liaise with CBC council 
about the repair. 

477 
 

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION  

Cashbook Summary & Bank Account Balances  

Current Account £17,423.66    Reserve Account £ 105,032.69 

Markland Gardens                           £405.00 
Reynolds Landscaping                     £345.60 
Pear technology                               £270.00 
Barrie Simpson                                 £  85.05 
Francesca Sheppard                         £612.00 
Francesca Sheppard expenses        £128.78  
Mazars Auditors                                £408.00 
CPM Playground                                £228.00 
 
Direct Debits/Standing Orders 
Cheaper Waste                              £64.28 
M Redwood Green                        £43.33 
Am Power                                       £15.72 
Anglian Water                                £19.00 
 

   

478 
478.1 
 
 

Administration /OTHER MATTERS of interest 
Clerk has obtained a quotation to repair the perimeter fence at 
Bryant’s Lane.  This and quotes for the footpath at Thrift Road to be 
discussed at the February meeting. 
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478.2 Cllr Boyden has spoken to Historic England about a grant to refurbish 
the pump house clock tower, they are open to support and there is 
an online application that will require the Parish Council to consider 
a budget and scope of works. 
Paul Salmon of CBC is on sick leave until February so there is no 
update on traffic calming. 
Webmaster reminded councillors to be aware of spam emails and if 
in any doubt send to him and do not reply to the original and he will 
deal. 
 
Meeting closed at 7.25pm 
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